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OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 2022 
 Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month, February to     
 December except November.  Visitors are always very welcome    
 The venue is the Hughesdale Community Hall, Cnr Poath and       
 Kangaroo Roads, Hughesdale  (MEL 69 C7)   

        COMMITTEE:     
       PRESIDENT:                      John Thompson thomme@netspace.net.au     
       SECRETARY:                    Chris Bain    aps.se.melb@gmail.com
      TREASURER:            Norm Seaton normarjs@bigpond.com 
       PUBLIC OFFICER:               Chris Bain         
       NEWSLETTER EDITOR:     Marj Seaton normarjs@bigpond.com 
      APS VIC DELEGATE            Marj Seaton 
       COMMITTEE:                      Amanda Louden  amandalouden@icloud.com                                               
    

Please forward any newsletter contributions, comments or photos to Marj at 36 Voumard Street, Oakleigh 
South 3167 or to the email address above.  

****** Note: Deadline for the November newsletter is October 22nd****** 

Meetings 
     8pm, Hughesdale Community Hall 

Cnr Poath and Kangaroo Roads,  
Tuesday 4th October 

Flora of the Simpson Desert by Chris Bain 

 

Crossing the Simpson Desert is one of the great Australian 4WD adventures. Above average rainfall 

across the desert in the early months of this year together with water from the Queensland floods slowly 

moving down the channel country to Lake Eyre encouraged me to undertake a crossing of the Simpson 

Desert in July. I was not disappointed; the desert was alive with wildflowers. The presentation will 

briefly describe the journey to the Simpson through the Flinders Ranges and around Lake Eyre then 

focus on the unique scenery and flora encountered during a 5 day solo vehicle crossing of the Simpson 

desert.  
RAINFALL FOR 2022 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Oakleigh Sth 79.4 6.6 76.8 82 28 72.8 48.2 101.7     495.5 

Highett 64 4 28.5 31 36        163.5 

Hampton 59 1.5 46.5 49.75 23.5 42.5 37 59.45     319.2 

Cranbourne Sth 63 3 75 74 58 104 60      437 

Elsternwick 81.5 0.6 55.8 69.3 14.6 41 42      304.8 

Ashburton 77 6.2 62.2 84.2 25.2 61 45      360.8 

 
Have you seen the Gardening Australian episode shown on 26th August featuring Miriam Ford and her 
prostantheras?  If not it’s on ABC iView under “Miriam’s Mints with Jane Edmonson” 
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2. 
November Gathering 

We have a booking at Kuranga for November 12th at 11:45am.  If you wish to attend, please let Marj 
Seaton know (email above, or 9570 6293) before the end of October so we can give them numbers.  
Again, we offer $10 to each attendee to either go towards their meal or a plant. 

 
SEPTEMBER MEETING  

John and Mandy‘s North Queensland Adventures 
 

 September’s meeting featured an illustrated talk about John and Mandy‘s far north Queensland trip. After flying 
in to Townsville first stop was Magnetic Island. Only a short ferry ride from Townsville, 76% of the island is 
National Park. Araucaria cunninghamii (Hoop Pine) grows naturally on the island and stands out amongst the 
other vegetation. It occurs mainly on the rocky headlands but was once more widespread with the more easily 
accessible trees harvested for their timber. 
Magnetic Island is also home to Allied Rock Wallabies (Petrogale 
assimilis). Geoffrey Bay is the best known place for a close encounter 
but there are plenty to see at the breakwater at Nelly Bay close to 
where the Ferry Terminal is located.  
The following day included trips to the Anderson Botanic Gardens and 
the Palmetum. The Anderson Botanic Gardens contains collections of 
Cycads, Pandanus and a collection of Cape York Peninsula plants. A 
large avenue of the exotic Bismarck Palm (Bismarckia noblis) from the 
dry tropics of Madagascar is a very striking feature. A very impressive 
garden considering about a third of the trees were lost to Cyclone Yasi 
in 2011 but beware there are no public toilets anywhere within the 
garden. 
 The Palmetum is only a short distance from the Anderson Botanic 
Gardens and as the name suggests features plants of the family 

Arecaceae, the Palm family both from Australia and overseas. It also has a Xerophytic Zone which features arid 
land plants form the Americas, Africa and Madagascar. A permanent lagoon within the Palmetum attracts many 
species of waterbirds and dragonflies. 
 When visiting Townsville one becomes aware of a large rock which dominates the landscape. This is Castle Hill, 

a pink granite monolith. On a clear day from the top one can clearly see 
Cape Cleveland, Magnetic Island and even Palm Island. Unfortunately the 
day was grey and overcast and visibility was restricted, still there were 
plenty of other things to see in the way of plants and several species of 
butterflies. 
 John and Mandy then fly to Cairns and took the shuttle bus up to Port 
Douglas.  A trip to the reef had been arranged before leaving Melbourne 
so the weather on the day was an unknown factor. It turned out to be a 
fine day but overcast with quite a swell so the viewing conditions out on 
the reef were not optimum. The trip was to the outer edge of the reef at 
Agincourt Reef. A good variety of fish and coral were seen but the 
conditions made clear photography difficult. 
The next day it was off to Mossman Gorge, the Daintree River and Cape 
Tribulation. 
Mossman Gorge is at the entrance of the World Heritage listed  
Daintree Rainforest. 
 

 
 



3. 
Australia’s Wet Tropics contain: 

 40% of Australia’s bird species 

 30% of Australia’s mammal species 

 60% of Australia’s butterfly species 

 21% of Australia’s cycad species 

 29% of Australia’s frog species 

 65% of Australia’s fern species 

 30% of Australia’s fern species 

 Thirteen out of the 19 primitive flowering plant families 

and some of the most primitive cycads, ferns and mosses 

are all found in the Daintree National Park. 

 
 
 

Aside from the spectacular scenery within the gorge interesting plants such as Balanaphora fungosa were seen. 
Despite like looking like a fungus it is actually a flowering plant. Giant Golden Orb weaver spiders were seen on 
the walks with an excellent example at the bus stop at the entrance to the gorge. 
The cruise down the Daintree River enabled close up viewing of mangroves, palms, Milky Pines (Alstonia 
scholaris) and of course estuarine crocodiles, big and 
small. 
After the cruise was a stop near Noah Creek where they 
were fortunate to spot some Cassowaries. 
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On next to Madja Botanical Walk at Cape Tribulation where you can walk through rainforest and mangroves. 
There were plenty of Fan Palms (Licuala ramsayi), Lawyer Vine (Calamus sp.) and many species of ferns. 
 The beach at Cape Tribulation had Hibiscus tiliaceus, Scaevola taccada, Dillenia alata and Calophyllum sil all in 

flower.  
 John and Mandy then joined the Friends of 
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Cranbourne Far 
North Queensland tour. The Daintree area 
was again visited before moving north to 
Cooktown. 

Cooktown, specifically the banks of the Endeavour River, was where 
Lt. Cook and crew beached the Endeavour to fix the damage caused by 
a collision with the Great Barrier Reef six days earlier. It was during 
this time that Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander were able to collect 
over two hundred plants specimens, all new to western science.  
 The Cooktown Botanic Gardens were visited and the following day the 
group travelled inland from Cooktown to Split Rock to view some 
indigenous rock art. Here they were shown the rock art by guide Jonny 
Morrison and his assistants, along with several plants used by the 
indigenous people in both cooking and medicine. 
After Cooktown the tour moved down to the Cairns with a brief stop 
off at the ‘famous’ Lion’s Den Hotel. The first stop in Cairns was not a 
garden as one might have imagined but it was St. Monica’s Cathedral 
to look at the stained glass windows. The series of twenty four large 
windows represent the creation story and were created by Jerry 
Cummins and Jill Steyn. They feature flora and fauna found within the 
Cairns diocese. 
 Next day it was off to the Cairns botanic Gardens to look at their 
collections of both Australian and exotic tropical plants. 
John pointed out a favourite of his, Theobroma cacao, the source of 
chocolate. 
The following days were spent exploring the Atherton Tablelands 
looking at the many lakes and waterfalls.  The lakes form the Crater 
Lake National Park. As the name suggests these lakes are of volcanic 
origin. Lake Each, Lake Barrine, Mt. Hypipamee crater (caused by a 
steam explosion), Crystal Cascades, Millaa Millaa Falls, the Curtain Fig 
(a gigantic example of the strangler fig, Ficus virens, see next page) and 
Babinda Boulders were amongst the places visited. 
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 The last morning of the trip a wander through Cairns 
Cemetery proved it to a very good place to spot birds, 
in particular Stone Curlews (Burhinus grallarius) and 
Rainbow Bee-eaters (Merops ornatus) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
SPECIMEN TABLE – September Meeting 

 
Spring had definitely sprung in our gardens judging by the variety of flowers submitted this month.  
Mandy, John, Marg and Marj were our contributors and they produced some very attractive 
specimens.   
The perfumed tiny flowers of the native hemp bush, Gynatrix pulchella, delicate foliage of the wattle 
look-alike Melaleuca micromera, golden Pomaderris aurea, large white daisies of Olearia pimelioides, 
bright yellow of Acacia gittinsis and Acacia cultriformis were new plants not shown before on our 
tables.   
Others like Grevillea flexuosa, Chorizema sp, Correa reflexa, yellow and white Asterolasia hexapetala 
have been seen in other years but added to the pretty and extensive display. Olearia phlogopappa, 
Prostanthera stenophylola, Thomasia “Cosy Corners” and Eremophila hygrophana added the necessary 
touches of purple, whilst the hops of Dodonea sinuolata gave us some red. 
Acacia gittinsis           Dodonea sinuolata     Melaleuca micromera 
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Hibbertia serrata                                                                                      Grevillea flexuosa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Philotheca verrucosa                                                                                Pomaderris aurea 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chorizema sp    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                  
 
                                                                                   Asterolasia hexapetala 
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                 Olearia pimelioides 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pick of the Bunch - September 2022 

Melaleuca micromera                             Wattle Honey-myrtle 
Specimen grown by Amanda Louden 

 
Melaleuca micromera is a small to medium shrub 1-2.5 metres tall x 1-2 metres wide. It comes from the 
south-west of Western Australia around the Albany area. M. micromera is listed as a Priority Three* species 

by the WA Department of Parks and Wildlife. 
 
It has an erect growth habit and twisted branches. The leaves are 
tiny and in whorls of three pressed close to the stems. The pale 
yellow flowers are about 1cm across and resemble those of a 
wattle. Flowering occurs from late August through to October. 
 
 In cultivation it grows well in most well drained soils. A full or 
part sun aspect is preferred. Plants are moderately drought hardy 
once established. Propagate from seed or cuttings. 
 
Melaleuca is a member of the Myrtaceae family. A large family of 
c.3500 species in c.150 genera with c.1400 species in c.75 genera 
occurring in Australia. It includes such genera as Asteromyrtus, 
Beaufortia, Callistemon, Eremaea, Kunzea, Leptospermum, 
Phymatocarpus  and Regelia.   
 
 The genus Melaleuca consists of c. 250 species widely distributed 
in Australia with the largest concentration occurring in the south-
west of WA. There are also a large number of eastern and tropical 
species that are associated with swamps or rivers, some of these 
tropical species occur outside Australia.  
 
 The name Melaleuca is derived from the Greek, melas; black and 
leukos; white possibly referring to the blackened bark of the lower 

trunk due to fire and the white papery bark of the upper branches. The specific name, micromera, is from 
the Greek, micros; small and meros; part, a reference to the small flowers. 
 
*Taxa that are known from several populations, some of which are not thought to be under immediate 
threat. They are candidates for declaration as rare flora, but are in need of further survey. 
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Gynatrix pulchella 
This is a plant that may not be well known to our members.  It is indigenous to our area but there are not many 
around.  It is a small tree with soft heart shaped leaves that have a long taper and white or cream flowers.  Male 
and female plants are separate (ie the plant is dioecious) and the stems were used by aborigines to make twine 
for string and bags – hence the common name of hemp bush. 
It grows in moist, shaded conditions but will withstand dryness, though not fully dry soils.  It can be found at the 
Valley Reserve in Mount Waverley and elsewhere along rivers and creeks in the eastern States, especially 
Tasmania but apparently not in the Grampians. 
Mandy brought in a specimen from her garden last month which had male flowers indicated by the pollen 
bearing stamens.  At the Greenlink Sandbelt nursery where Norm and Marj volunteer, there is a female plant, 
right below. The microscope shot underneath clearly shows the lack of stamens on the female plant 
Grown from seed or cuttings – cuttings retain the sex properties of the parent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Melicytus dentatus 
Was Hymenanthera dentata 
Tree Violet 
This was in flower in early September at The Valley Reserve in Mount 
Waverley  and Tirhatuan Park Dandenong. It certainly doesn’t look 
like the usual violets, native or exotic.  It is a bush, up to about 3m 
high and, like the Gynatrix, grows in moist areas.  The flowers are 
many, tiny and creamy yellow, pendant from the branches. If 
pollinated, it forms small berries. Grown from seed or cuttings. 

 
NEXT MEETING 

Supper: Ruth Evans (Please bring milk)  
Write-up: Marj Seaton 
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DIARY 

APS South East Melbourne Meetings: 
October 4th           Chris Bain – Desert Trek  
November 12th   Lunch at Kuranga 11:45am        .  
December 6th       Raffle extraordinaire, members’ slides, Christmas break-up and supper 
February 2023     Speaker: Phoenix Wolfe – Dandenong Wetlands 
 
APS Victoria 
23 – 25 September – APS Vic Comm and AGM – hosted by APS Loddon Murray, Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement 
26 to 30 September – 7th Global Botanic Gardens Congress, Melbourne. Influence and Action: Botanic 
Gardens as Agents of Change. Includes a youth program for future gardens’ leaders aged 18 to 24. 
15 & 16 October – 14th FJC Rogers Seminar. Topic: Fabulous peas (the typical ‘pea-flowered’ plants from 
the sub-family Faboideae). York on Lilydale in Mt Evelyn. Expressions of interest and queries to   
    fabulouspeas2022@gmail.com 
 
22 & 23 October  - Cranbourne Friends RBGV Spring Plant Sale. 10 am to 4 pm.  

 
 

Monthly Gallery 

Gillian took these at the APS Yarra Yarra Plant Expo:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

about:blank


10. 
And then visited the two Open Gardens we’ve been promoting  at Donvale and Warrandyte on the first           
weekend of spring:  

 
 
Marj also visited the Hanson garden – this shot shows a NZ Kowhai adjacent to one of the many waterways in 

the garden. 
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PROMOTIONS 
 
25 to 29 September 2022  
7

th
 Global Botanic Gardens Congress, Melbourne. Influence and Action: Botanic Gardens as Agents of Change. Includes a 

youth program for future gardens’ leaders aged 18 to 24. https://www.7gbgc.org/ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

“Fabulous Peas” 
15th and 16th October 2022 
York on Lilydale, Mount Evelyn, Victoria 

 
The 14th FJC Rogers Seminar will be hosted by APS Maroondah on the subject “Fabulous Peas”. We will focus on plants 
from the Sub-family Faboideae, recognised by their typical pea-shaped flowers. There are about 1200 species within 
Australia and about 190 species in Victoria. 

The venue for Saturday is York on Lilydale in Mt Evelyn and this is the departure point for Sunday’s garden bus tours. There 
is some accommodation available at this venue, as well as a lot of other options nearby. It is also very handy to Kuranga 
Native Nursery, which will stay open between the Saturday lectures and dinner, for you to buy plants or go to the cafe. 

Peas have been chosen for this seminar because they are great plants! They are found throughout Australia so there will be 
peas to suit all garden conditions. A large number of genera provide plants with great variety. A rainbow of flower colours is 
seen – sometimes within the one flower. Some of the prostrate peas can form large mats and be quite vibrant, whilst some 
peas have much more subtle colours and forms. Another feature is their highly diverse foliage, or lack of it. Peas are pioneer 
plants. This means that most species are also fantastic at fixing nitrogen in the soil and hence are highly beneficial to all the 
plants in our gardens. Peas can be found in virtually every habitat, and range from herbs and shrubs to vines and trees. 
Another reason for choosing peas as the seminar topic is to expand the available information on this family. 

The seminar will cover subjects including how to identify the major genera, how to propagate and how to grow pea plants. 
We hope choosing peas as the seminar topic may expand our knowledge and encourage us to find places for a few more 
peas in our gardens. 

We will have a number of grafted Sturts Desert Peas as well as a range of other interesting pea plants for sale in the 
courtyard at the weekend. The popular book sales will also be there.On Sunday, our bus trip will visit beautiful gardens to 
the east of Melbourne, with an emphasis on the pea plants growing there. Please send expressions of interest to our email 
address fabulouspeas2022@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

https://g.page/TheYork?share
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WEDDING BUSH FESTIVAL 

October 8, 9am-noon 
Wedding Bush, Ricinocarpos pinifolius, is 
spectacular flowering en masse and 
practically impossible to keep in a garden.  
It is the headline act (amidst a line-up of 
lilies, pea-flowers and orchids) for the 
annual Spring odpen day presented by 
Friends of the Grange and the City of 
Kingston. 
The Grange is 6.6 hectares of remnant 
bushland sitting on the gentle slope of 
an ancient sand dune. Vegetation varies in 
narrow bands as drainage changes – open, 
heathy woodland gives way to sandy 
heathland, to damp woodland and melaleuca swamp scrub. Nothing is extremely rare but the 
combination is probably unique. 
Easy walking tours led by council rangers. 
Free indigenous plant 
Free sausage sizzle. 
The Grange heathland is in Osborne Ave, Clayton South, off Westall Rd. 
Internet searches might respond with UFO Park, which is close enough. 
Activities will be adjacent to a popular playground and toilets. 
Enquiries: friendsofhtegrange@gmail.com, 
facebook or Mick: 0403 587 611 
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